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Welcome

Welcome to the Rotolo Middle School choral program! I hope that you have all had an
amazing summer and are looking forward to the new school year. I too am looking
forward to a fun and exciting year with all of you. It is an honor and a privilege to
become a member of our performing groups. We have a fine reputation and with your

ent husi as m, hard wor k, and determinati on I
tradition of having excellent music programs.

The following our choirs offered at Rotolo Middle School:

6™ Grade Chorus i Students will meet the 1% 20 minutes of lunch on their designated days!
Red Group i meets Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday
Gold group i meets Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday
Students will be assigned to a group the 1% rehearsal- Mon. Aug. 27™

7" Grade Chorus i Students meet every day during 8" period all year.
Orchestra/Choir students will be in choir every Tuesday & Thursday

8" Grade Chorus i Students meet every day during 2" period all year
Orchestra/Choir students will be in choir every Tuesday & Thursday

1501 Jazz/show choir i 6™-8" Grade students selected through audition process.
Meet every Thursday from 7am i 7:45 am
Students will perform Jazz/pop/show tunes set to choreography
* Please note audition dates on calendar.

Objectives

1. To emphasize the development of singing and music reading skills necessary to
make an enjoyable contribution to a quality choral organization.

2. To enjoy making music. Music is fun, but there is no fun in mediocrity. To
ensure the success of the group, each student, parent, and director must realize
his/her responsibilities. Each must be willing to sacrifice individual desires for the
betterment of the choir.

3. To have a good attitude about choir. The amount of satisfaction and fun you
receive from your choir will be no greater than the amount of hard work and
enthusiasm you are willing to consistently contribute. Your attitude will have a
direct impact on your achievements.

4. To understand the importance of proper conduct, consideration of others, and
courtesy as a vital part of the choir.



Classroom Routines and Expectations

Self-discipline is an important element of choir rehearsal and performance. Students
must realize that they are a member of a group or team with an excellent reputation.
Their behavior during school classes and at public performances reflects on both Rotolo
Middle School and the Choral Department. Please remember the following basic rules:

Respect yourself and others!

e 100% positive participation will prevent disruptive behavior. Criticizing another
student 6 s visrnocabowedr ef f or t

e Be on time in your seat, with your binder and pencil in hand, ready to begin
when the bell rings.

¢ When we are ready to rehearsed you are quiet and ready.

e I expect students to leave all food, gum, and drinks outside of the room.
Students may bring containers of water into the choir room.

e No books, gym bags, etc. will be allowed on the risers. Leave all supplies in your
designated cube and pick up your folder as you enter the classroom. I expect our
students to take all of their belongings with them each day when they leave the
choir room.

¢ You will be issued your own choir Binder, sight singing text and music, and these
should not be lost or damaged. The student will have to pay to replace any lost or
damaged music/ sight singing text.

e Students may not play the piano or adjust any sound equipment.

e Proper concert etiquette will be observed at all performances.

Consequences

Any student who does not follow the rules listed will receive the following consequences:

Director / Student conference, Choir Service

Parent phone call

Office referral

Removal from performance based setting and alternative assignments given

Grading

The diligent, hard-working members of the Rotolo Middle School Choirs know that being

inchoirdoesndét necessarily mean an fAeasy A.
music education, and it is important for each member to be acquainted with the
expectations of the RMS Chorus grading system.

Grades will include but are not limited to the following:

Daily Participation
Daily rehearsal grades will be determined by attitude, respect, cooperation, effort,
sectionals, sight-reading, attendance, and improvement. = 5 points per day.

Skills

The choir member will be expected to improve individual musical skills. An
evaluation of this improvement will include part -tests, individual sight -
reading tests, and written quizzes . The choir member will be evaluated on
improvement of his/her ensemble skills during daily rehearsals.




Practi ce Records
Practice records are due every Tuesday. Students who do not turn in their records
On the designated due date will have one week to turn in their record for credit.
Any records over one week late wi || receive a Practice gr ade
Records consist of practice minutes as well as a short student reflection or theory
score study. Listening examples to aid students with practice can be found on the
music department web page or students may bring a blank CD in which practice
songs will be placed on the CD by the teacher. The following is a breakdown of
grades that students will be assessed for their honesty. Points for practice
records will be DOUBLED at the end of the trimester for grading.

100 Minutes per week = 10 points

90 Minutes per week = 9 points

80 Minutes per week = 8 points, etc.

Performances

All performances are mandatory. Failure to attend, without an excused

absence (that entails a make -up assignment), will result in th e
studentdéds trimester gr adé&tudenbswraust evebr theire | et

appropriate uniform to receive full credit for attending a performance.

AEXCUSED ABSENCE
Absence to any performance or previously scheduled out-of-the T day mandatory activity

will be AEXCUSEDO if the reason is illness, fam
weddings in the immediate family (brother, sister, parent) where a minimum of two
weeks notice is given the teacher. AExcused?o

Hillman after discussing the absence with the parents/guardians of the chorus student.

Mrs. Hillman also must be notified PRIOR to the performance, as early as possible.

Absences that ar e 0 Ex-epwerkabpreswibed by the digaioraneé ma k e
submitted by the deadline. The following section is intended for those students/parents

who simply decide not to attend a performance

studentdés grade | owered by one |l etter grade.
up. The entire choir is affected by their absenc
performance. AExcus e dupwakiN©OEanpketed by thé deddlinena k e
will convert to AUnexcusedo. I' T I'S THE STUDEN
TEACHER FOR MAKE-UP WORK. Please realize that the choir cannot perform without the

choir studentsit hat 6s how i mportant you all are!

Extra Credit

Private lessons can be used for 5 points credit each week. Have your private teacher
sign your practice record. Practicing more than more than 100 minutes a week may also
be used for extra credit (1 point for every 10 minutes above 100 minutes.) Attendance
to a choral/musical performance accompanied by a program and a one page review on
what the student viewed (positive and negative musical qualities they observed) will
count for 25 points extra credit.



Attendance Policy

As a member of the Rotolo Middle School Chorus, you have an obligation to your fellow
choir members to be at school, at all lunch (6" grade) rehearsals, and at performances
on time, prepared, and with all necessary equipment. We are not tolerant of poor daily
attendance. Read carefully.

1. Chronic absenteeism from school, unexcused absences from rehearsals or
performances, and tardiness may result in:
e Grade reduction
e Removal from current choir or removal of performance opportunities
(Field Trips, attendance pizza parties, or Lock-ins, etc.)

Class Supplies

Each 7™ & 8™ grade student is asked to bring 1 dozen pencils and 1 box of Kleenex
to class for supplies for the year. These will then be available to students when they
are need of one for class.

e Pencil - Students should have a sharpened pencil at the beginning of each class.
It is a good idea to leave the pencil in the Choir Room. Since choral music is used
for many years, markings in the music must be non-permanent. Erasable pens
are not acceptable.

e Choral Music and Binder - Students will be provided with choral music and a
music binder. They are responsible for them, just as they are responsible for
textbooks in other classes. Lost or damaged music or binders must be paid for by
the student. Students are encouraged to take music home for practicing
purposes.

e Sight Singing Text T Students should have their sightsinging text in each class.
It is a great idea to keep your text in your choral folder so that is accessible for
both class and at home practice. Texts are given to students the first week of
class and are included on their registration fee

Uniforms / Concert Dress

Each choir student will be supplied with a formal performance polo( included in
registration fee).

Girls T Chorus Polo uniform shirt, solid black pants or skirt(no jeans), neutral or black
hose, and BLACK dress shoes

Boys i Chorus polo Uniform shirt, solid black dress pants(no jeans), black socks, and
BLACK dress shoes.

Informal concerts: TBA

A note to all choir members and parents: We consider our concerts formal affairs and
expect that all students present themselves in a professional manner. Please make sure

that your uniform is maintained throughout the year i clean and pressed.




Fundraisers

All fundraisers for the Batavia School District Music Department are sponsored through
the Batavia Music Buffs. Participation in these events is optional; however, strongly
encouraged. Expenses continue to rise (music, musicians, entry fees, etc.), so we need
to have a very successful and prosperous fundraiser to help pay for these costs! Thank
you for your support with this very necessary item!!

Become a member of the

Batavia Music Buffs

The Batavia Music Department Booster Organization

Memberships are only $25 per family.

[Amyene interested in the progress and development
of the Batavia Music ensembles is eligible!

Help the Club, and your child, have a great year.

The Batavia Music Buffs is an organization that assists entire music program from

kindergarten through high school. They have been in existence for almost two decades and over
the years have provided funds and labor so that our students have a better musical experience in
all of our schools.

Each year tle Buffs have an annual fundraiser. This sale along with membership dues of $25
per family are the largest source of their income. This money then provides for music, contest
fees, instruments, uniforms, instrument repairs, summer camp scholarships, amnolgaother
items.

Those Interested in joining and supporting the Batavia Music Buffs can mail donations of $25
to:
Music Buffs Membership Chairman:
Jim and Peggy Kavarik
1131 Shabbona Tr.
Batavia, IL 60510

Concert Etiauette

Audience members are encouraged to follow some well-established standards for formal
concert behavior.

e Refrain from talking during the performance.

e Remain seated for the entire concert if at all possible. If it is absolutely necessary to
do so, move only between selections and exit at the nearest door.

e Wait to re-enter the auditorium until the performing group is finished.

e Applause is the only appropriate form of expressing appreciation. A good rule of
thumb is to wait until the conductor lowers his or her hands to indicate the
completion of the selection or work.

e Please eliminate disruptions by turning off pagers, cell phones, and removing small
children who are crying or speaking loudly.

Students are not permitted to leave until the end of the concert and are expected to

observe all performing groups. This is part of the educational process



Rotolo Middle School Choir
Calendar 2007 02008

AUGUST

Wednesday- 22nd

First day of Chorus class 7" and 8" grade

Choir Room #005

Monday -27"

6" grade lunch

First 6" grade chorus rehearsal - 1% half of lunch

Choir Room #005

1501 Jazz/show choir Auditions i opento all 6",7", 8"

th . v
;uzegst.h& Weds. 28 4.30pmrr: 5:30 grade chorus, band, and orchestra students i must attend Choir Room #005
P both days
Thursday 30 . S|gn—"up 1501 Jazz/show Ch_0|r i Indlvlldual Vocal Audition Choir Room #005
4:30pm 1T 6 pm must sign up for time
SEPTEMBER
m Sign up IMEA JUNIOR HONORS CHORUS Auditions-
Wednesday 5 7am-7:45am & th 5 th Choir Room #005
o Opentoall 77 & 8" grade chorus students
4:301 5:30 pm
th } 1501 Jazz/show choir rehearsals begin .
Thursday 6 7am-7:45am Before school EVERY THURSDAY Choir Room #005
OCTOBER
Monday -1* Music Buffs Fundraiser Kick off!
Tuesday 1 gt 7:30pm i 9 pm BHS Fall Choral Concerti EXTRA CREDIT! BHS i Cafetorium
Friday i 19" 3pmi 9pm 6" Grade Chorus i Lock In Night!!! RMS
Monday 1 22" Music Buffs Fundraiser Ends!
6:45 pm- call
Thursday i 25™ 7:30pm RMS CHORAL CONCERT i All Choirs RMS
performance
NOVEMBER
Saturday- 3 All Day IMEA DISTRICT IX JUNIOR HONORS FESTIVAL Nequa Valk_ay H|g_hS_chooI
Selected students participate Naperville, lllinois
DECEMBER
Saturday i 1% TBA Music Buffs Fundraiser Pick up BHS
o oth _ 8" grade chorus performance
Tuesday i 18 /:30pm BHS December Choral Concert BHS
TBA TBA 6" Grade Chorus Performance Field Trip TBA
TBA TBA 7" Grade Chorus Performance Field Trip TBA
JANUARY
Everv Da Choose Music & PreE)are for Solo & Ensemble Contest
yay All Participating 7" and 8" grade chorus students
Begin thinking about summer music camps!!!
Every Day Camps begin waiting lists end of Feb./March
ISYM, Show Choir Camps of America, Blue Lake etc.
FEBRUARY
th RMS Solo & Ensemble Contest
Saturday -9 All Day All participating 7" & 8" grade students RMS
MARCH
th Batavia Elementary Choir Festival
Saturday- 8 All Day 1501 Jazz/Show choir performance/student helpers RMS
6:45 pm i Call
Monday i 10" 7:30 pm RMS MARCH CHORAL CONCERT i All Choirs RMS
performance

APRIL




MAY

6:45pm -Call

Monday i 19" 7:30 pm RMS SPRING CHORAL CONCERT RMS
performance

TBA TBA 8th Grade Chorus Performance Field Trip TBA

SCHOOL YEAR
TBA Various Times Public Performances, activities, & fun stuff for the chorus Various Places
kids to be announced at a later date!!!
TBA Various Times 1501 Jazz/show choir performance gigs! TBA

PLEASE PLACE ALL CHORAL DATES IN YOUR CALENDAR
FOR REFERENCE THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!

All Chorus parents and students need to read and si

gn this page.




Return it to Mrs. Hillman by August 31 , 2007.

We have thoroughly read the Chorus Handbook for this school year.

The chorus calendar dates have been added to our calendar at home.

We understand that all Performances are required

We realize that the dates, times, and locations could change and that we will be notified of such
changes in advance.

5. We will bring 1 dozen pencils and one box of tissues for the chorus room.

PonhpE

ALL STUDENTS: Please circle for your chorus Polo Size: S M L XL (Adult Sizes)

Parent or Guardian Signature Date

Student Signature Date

Please check the appropriate boxes for helping the chorus program this year:
_ Yes! I am available to bake treats (2-3 dozen) for concerts and events.
_ Yes! Iaminterested in being a parent volunteer for chorus events
_ Yes! Ican help decorate for concerts.

o Yes! I would | i ke (photogmaphs/videas) téirmewspapensandBAT®43. Per s o n
Yes! I am available to help Mrs. H. with office work. Day(s) available: Time(s):
Yes! My Child is interested in auditioning August 28™-30" for the 1501 Jazz/Show Choir for more advanced
Students

Please complete the following information to be taken on all chorus field trips this year.

PERMISSION FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT

I, , being the parent or legal guardian, herby authorize any necessary medical
treatment for my child, , in my absence.
Signature: Date:

Home Address:

Street:

City: , IL

Email Address frequented (PRINT CLEARLY):

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS:
Day -time phone number
Home Phone number

Cell Phone numbers

Work Phone numbers

Pager

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE INTERNET ACCESS, PLEASE CHECK HERE.
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